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A rider deftly maneuvers
through the Santa Cruz
County Fairgrounds course.
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New competition takes over
Santa Cruz County Fairgrounds
TARMO HANNULA
Equine Enthusiast
WATSONVILLE — The first-ever that’s the main thing. This is a good group
Outback Cutting western style horse of people to be with.” Kathy Cardon,
competition is unfolded at the Santa secretary for the event, said she was
Cruz County Fairgrounds. About 150 excited about having the event at the Santa
competitors from around California, Cruz County Fairgrounds. “Everyone here
Arizona and Nevada showed off their best likes the weather, they like the town, the
skills in cattle cutting, a long-standing ambience and the feeling of this place,”
cattle-ranching maneuver of separating she said. “We’re glad to be here.” The
out a single cow from the herd and event ran June 29 through July 2. Awardcontrolling the animal from there. “It’s all winning Morgan Cromer of Templeton,
about the athleticism of the horse — it’s who is a horse trainer, said she loves the
such a thrill,” said Joel Bethke of Gilroy, sport and has been involved with horses
who has been competing the past 20 since she was a child. “I think I did pretty
years. “When you think about it this sport well today,” she said of opening day.
is about three minds — the horse, the “This is what I do — I love it.”
cow and the human. It’s a lot of fun and
by

of
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Horse shows scheduled in
Watsonville
July 28-30
WATSONVILLE — The Santa Cruz
County Fairgrounds is home to numerous
horse shows throughout the year, and
a number of those are scheduled in the
coming months.
The second annual Ocean Breeze
Hunter Jumper Horse Show is set for
July 28-30 at the fairgrounds. It is put on
by White Rock Ranch, which is located
on 25 acres in Watsonville. The horse
training facility offers three riding arenas
(including dressage, jumping arena and
western flat arena), individual box stalls
and stalls with attached paddocks turnout
paddocks and pasture.
White Rock Ranch is managed by
David and Michelle Mahoney together
Published by News Media Corporation | SUMMER 2017

with Marlene Dietzel.
For information, visit www.
whiterockranch.com.
•••
The Fox & Horn Horse Show returns
to the Santa Cruz County Fairgrounds on
Aug. 19-20, and Sept. 30- Oct. 1.
New this year is the Tropical Costume
Class and the Stagnaro Tack & Apparel
Flat Equitation Championship.
For information, visit www.foxnhorn.
com.
•••
The Santa Cruz County Fairgrounds
is located at 2601 East Lake Ave. in
Watsonville. For information, visit www.
santacruzcountyfair.com.
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Stamey to headline cowboy poetry show
Cowboy Music and Poetry
Gathering set for July 16

SALINAS — What better way to help kick off
Big Week than a bunch of cowboys telling cowboy
stories while attendees sip wine and eat barbecue?
The California Rodeo is pleased to announce the
2017 Cowboy Music and Poetry Gathering to be held
Sunday, July 16, at Sherwood Hall, 940 N. Main St.,
in Salinas.
Doors open at 1 p.m., with a barbecue available
for $10 per person. Attendees can also taste wine and
receive a souvenir wine glass for $10. The cowboy
poetry starts at 2 p.m. with an open mic session,
followed by the show at 2:30 p.m. Tickets for this
portion of the event are $30 online or $35 at the door.
Last day to purchase tickets online at carodeo.com
is Thursday, July 13.
A portion of the proceeds will benefit the
Foundation for Monterey County Free Libraries.
“The Star Spangled Banner” will be performed
by Youth Orchestra Salinas and the top three poetry
contest winners (18 years old and younger) will recite
their poems at the event.
This year’s headliner is Dave Stamey, who has
been called the “Charley Russell of Western Music.”
Western Horseman Magazine declared his “Vaquero
Song” to be one of the greatest Western songs of all
time. True West Magazine named him Best Living
Western Solo Musician five years in a row.
Stamey has been a cowboy, a mule packer, a dude
wrangler, and is now one of the most popular Western
entertainers working today. He has been voted seven
times Entertainer of the Year, six times Male Performer
of the Year and five times Songwriter of the Year by
the Western Music Association, and received the Will
Rogers Award from the Academy of Western Artists.
Stamey has delighted audiences in 23 states, and
finds that he prefers this to being stomped by angry
horses. He was inducted into the Western Music Hall
of Fame in 2016.
Annie Lyndon will be entertaining the crowd with
her vocals as well, along with cowboy poet, humorist
and storyteller Chris Isaacs.
A three-time winner of the Academy of Western
Artists “Will Rogers Award,” Isaacs is a poet and
storyteller who has lived the life that he writes about.
He has seen life from a cowboy’s point of view for
all of his 60-plus years, and his poems and stories are
alive with the heart and humor of life from a cowboy’s
point of view.
For more information, call 831-320-5939 or email
salinascowboypoetry@gmail.com.

8

Contributed Photo
Dave Stamey, headliner of
the 2017 Cowboy Music
and Poetry Gathering
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Fireworks Endurance Ride set for July 15
SANTA CRUZ — Join the Santa Cruz County Horsemen’s Association and
Quicksilver Endurance Riders for this annual American Endurance Ride Conference
(AERC) sanctioned event.
Horses and their riders will be attempting a challenging course through areas of
Santa Cruz County. With views of redwood forests, coastal meadows and seaside
trails, this event is a favorite for both riders and spectators.
The Fireworks Endurance ride will begin at 6:30 a.m. (50 miles) and 8 a.m.
(30 miles) at the Santa Cruz County Horsemen’s Association Showgrounds, 1251
Graham Hill Road.
Observers can enjoy the event from the sidelines in various locations including
Henry Cowell and Wilder Ranch State Parks, as well as along the equestrian trails
on the the UCSC campus.
For those interested in participating, registration is $140 for adult riders and $115
for junior riders, plus $15 or non-AERC members. These fees include entry, camping
Friday and Saturday, Dinner Saturday, drug fee and park access.
Organizers consider the ride moderate in difficulty — the route includes both
trails and roads, some river and stream crossings, and varying levels of steepness.
Riders are required to have one pre-ride and two post-ride veterinarian check ups.
An awards ceremony and dinner will be held on Saturday at 5:30 p.m., including
awards for the Top 10, Best Condition, Juniors and New Riders.
For information, visit sccha.wildapricot.org.

File Photo

Published by News Media Corporation | SUMMER 2017

9

New Dairy
Princess
crowned
Makayla Toste of
Newman takes title
for District 6

Contributed Photo
From left, first alternate Lauren Alvares of Merced, Dairy Princess
Makayla Toste of Newman and second alternate Shania DeJarnett
of Turlock

Contributed article
TRACY — Makayla Toste of Newman was selected
as the 2017 Dairy Princess for the California Milk
Advisory Board’s (CMAB) District 6. The crowning
took place before a crowd of approximately 280 dairy
industry members and their families and friends on
June 15 at Our Lady of Assumption Hall in Turlock.
Retiring Dairy Princess Nicole Sanders ended her
reign by turning over the title to Makayla, and wished
her well as she represents the California dairy industry
throughout the coming year.
Makayla will represent District 6, which includes
Alameda, Mariposa, Merced, Monterey, San Benito,
San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Clara, Santa Cruz,
Stanislaus and Tuolumne counties. As Dairy Princess,
she will play an important role on the CMAB’s
Communications Services team in meeting community
relations objectives.
Makayla is the daughter of John and Sandra Toste
of Newman. She is a recent graduate of Modesto
Junior College (MJC) and will attend California
State University – Fresno in the fall and major in
dairy science. Makayla grew up on her family’s dairy
farm and was a member of Newman 4-H, where she
showed dairy cattle at the Stanislaus County Fair. She
was on the state winning dairy cattle judging team
with Gustine FFA and competed at state, national and
international level, traveling to Scotland. Makayla was
a member of the MJC dairy judging team and co-chair
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of the dairy contest for MJC Field Day.
First Alternate, Lauren Alvares, is the daughter of
John and Tjesca Alvares of Merced. She is a recent
graduate of at El Capitan High School and is dually
enrolled in classes at Merced and Modesto Junior
colleges. Lauren plans to attend Cal Poly, San Luis
Obispo in the fall and major in dairy science with plans
to transfer to Cornell University to earn her degree
and become a dairy nutritionist. Lauren is an active
member of El Capitan-Merced FFA chapter and has
competed in many contests and held multiple officer
positions.
Shania DeJarnett was crowned Second Alternate.
She is the daughter of Jeff and Apryl DeJarnett of
Turlock. She is a graduate of Hughson High School
and will attend California State University, Fresno in
the fall, majoring in ag marketing and sales. Shania
has been an active member of both Chatom 4-H and
Hughson FFA. Shania has shown replacement heifers
at the Stanislaus County Fair for the past eight years.
Lauren and Shania will assist the new District 9
Dairy Princess in her duties, which include speaking
on behalf of the California dairy industry at schools,
service clubs, with the media and at numerous public
events throughout the year.
In addition, the Dairy Princess and her Alternates
will attend a training session with workshops on
presentation development, promoting the California

dairy industry and leadership and etiquette tools.
Along with the excitement of naming the
new Dairy Princess, the District 6 Dairy Princess
committee awarded over $2,900 in scholarships to the
five contestants. Finally, the contestants themselves
voted for the Miss Vitality Award. This award is given
to a young lady whom each contestant felt had the
most spirit throughout the Dairy Princess experience;
Shania DeJarnett was selected as Miss Vitality 2017.
The Master of Ceremonies for the contest was
Frankie Borba of Escalon. Contestants were judged
on poise, personality, speaking ability, education and
dairy background. Judges for the contest were Diane
Coderniz Jackson of Fresno, Melissa Rassmussen
of Merced and Pat Silva of Hanford. The event
chairperson was Linda Teixeira. The Dairy Princess
Contest was catered by Espana’s of Los Banos.
California is the nation’s leading milk producer. It
also produces more butter and nonfat dry milk than any
other state. The state is the second-largest of cheese
and yogurt. Dairy products made with Real California
milk can be identified by the Real California Milk or
Real California Cheese seal, which certifies that the
products are made exclusively with milk produced on
California dairy farms.
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Cal Poly Rodeo ends its season with a bang
Poly Royal named College Rodeo of the Year
CASPER, Wyo. — While the Cal Poly
Rodeo program has been continuously
growing for the past few years, the
2016-2017 school year marked history
in more ways than one.
On May 7, at the West Coast
Region year end awards banquet held
in Las Vegas, it was announced that
this year’s Poly Royal Rodeo was
named the College Rodeo of the Year
for the West Coast Region. This year’s
rodeo was, for the first time ever, held
in Spanos Football Stadium, making
it the largest collegiate rodeo in the
nation.
“The Cal Poly Rodeo program has
been building momentum for the last
three years,” Londo said. “It’s always
been a well known program, but now
it’s on everybody’s radar.”
While the award undoubtedly

represents a testament to the hard work
and dedication of the rodeo coach
Ben Londo and the countless rodeo
boosters, it highlights the efforts of the
student athletes most.
After all, it is those athletes who
compete all season long in hopes of
qualifying for the year end College
National Finals Rodeo.
“The caliber of our rodeo athletes
continues to grow each year,” Londo
said.
This year, six Cal Poly rodeo
athletes qualified for and and traveled
across the country to compete at the
2017 College National Finals Rodeo
against rodeo athletes from 11 different

Photo contributed by Cal Poly Rodeo facebook
Continued on page 17

Colton Farquer receives the Men’s Horse of the Year award.
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Reserve
Champion
Title Winner:

11 year-old Julia Rey
learned by doing
By Connor Allen
Equine Enthusiast

of

MURRIETA — Julia Rey is 11 years old and just won the title of
Reserve Champion. Julia competes in 4-H in a division designated for
9-13 year olds, with the smile from her win still stretched across her
face she is already preparing to defend her title.
4-H is a program for the youth that focuses on the principle of
“learn by doing.” Rey explained 4-H as, “You basically have to learn
to do everything by yourself, so you feed your horse by yourself, you
clean their stall by yourself, groom your horse and all that stuff, by
yourself.”
Julia and her mom, Rachel, have become a team. When Rey started
4-H five years ago, there was no Templeton horse project, if children
wanted to participate in 4-H they had to show or teach obedience to
either goats, dogs or pigs. Julia explained how Templeton was finally
able to bring horses to their 4-H group.
“My Mom is the 4-H horse leader, my Templeton 4-H did not have
a horse group so we were always talking about maybe we could start a
horse group togethera, and so my mom started a horse group along with
Diane, who is the other leader.”
Through her success, Rey has been promoted to a junior leader.
As a leader, it is now Rey’s responsibility to help teach the younger
kids. That is the beauty of 4-H, as a young kid, you are brought into the
program and learn from your peers. The kids grow closer together as
they learn how to take care of their animals, and as they grow older their
roles transform. Those who used to be taught will become teachers. In
this system, each teacher has already been a student, as the saying goes,
they’ve already walked a mile in their shoes.
“When you are a junior leader you help other kids learn how to do
everything,” Rey said, “you teach them how to groom their horses, and
teach them the patterns on the ground…”
“A little horse trainer” Rey’s mother interjected.
This was Rey’s first year as a junior leader, and the first time she
attended the 4-H Horse Classic.
“It was the first big show she has been too where she didn’t have a
trainer there to help her and she had to do everything on her own to get
ready.” Rey’s mother stated.
Rey left the 4-H Classic as Reserve Champion, and is already
defending her title. The Mid- State Fair acts as a qualifying show for
the Classic, and she is already prepared to qualify again. While Rey is
a Reserve Champion with her horse, she hasn’t strayed away from her
other animals either. This year at the fair she will be showing a pig, a
dog and a horse and will look to win in each!

12

SUMMER 2017 | Published by News Media Corporation

Published by News Media Corporation | SUMMER 2017

13

Cowboys, cowgirls to compete at
107th annual rodeo

SALINAS — The 107th California Rodeo Salinas will bring the
top cowboys and cowgirls from the Professional Rodeo Cowboys
Association to Salinas July 20-23.
One of the top 20 rodeos in the United States and largest in
California, the California Rodeo has the best of the best to compete
for the coveted gold and silver championship belt buckle. This annual
event draws more than 50,000 rodeo fans to the Salinas Sports
Complex each year to see rodeo events such as bull riding, team
roping, steer wrestling, saddle bronc riding, barrel racing and more.
The track also offers entertainment with specialty acts and classic
clown acts, horsemanship events, mutton busting and more.
The California Rodeo Association is a not-for-profit organization
that strives to preserve and promote the traditions of the California
Rodeo Salinas and the West. Through donation of the facility,
vending and fundraising opportunities during Rodeo and other events,
the California Rodeo Association returns over $300,000 annually to
local nonprofits.
For information about the California Rodeo Salinas, visit www.
CARodeo.com or call the California Rodeo Office at (831) 775-3100.
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California Rodeo golf tournament
receives new name
Larry Balentine Memorial Cowboy Shoot Out honors founder

Contributed graphic
New logo for Larry Balentine Memorial Cowboy
Shoot Out

Contributed article
SALINAS — The California Rodeo Salinas’ Cowboy Shoot Out got its start
over 27 years ago as a result of Larry Balentine, a Rodeo Committee Member,
and Walt Garrison, a Steer Wrestler and former National Football League player,
golfing together when Walt was in Salinas for the California Rodeo Salinas.
Walt suggested that Salinas should have a tournament for rodeo contestants
during Big Week because Reno Rodeo had one during their rodeo and it was
successful. Walt secured a $1,500 sponsor and baseball caps for the players and
Larry gathered a committee and started producing one of the most successful
Big Week events.
Sadly, Larry passed away in July of 2016, but the California Rodeo
Association and the Golf Committee wanted to honor him and the tournament is
now known as the Larry Balentine Memorial Cowboy Shoot Out.
The Shoot Out will take place Wednesday, July 19, at The Club at Crazy
Horse Ranch, which was where the original tournament was first played when
it was known as the Salinas Golf and Country Club. The Club at Crazy Horse
Ranch is at 475 San Juan Grade Road in Salinas.
Presented by Hastie Financial Group, the format will be the same as in the
past: a shot gun start at 8 a.m. following a cowboy breakfast at 7 a.m., with
some new contests at various holes. The Cowboy Shoot Out is a fun-filled golf
tournament, in which local rodeo patrons get a chance to mingle with rodeo
contestants, bullfighters and Rodeo Directors.
The cost per entry is $175 and includes breakfast, half-cart, tee prizes and a
steak barbecue to end the day, which is held on the Mike Storm Directors Patio
at the Salinas Sports Complex at 1034 N. Main St. in Salinas. The tournament
has sold out for several years, so participants are encouraged to register early.
Entry forms can be found at carodeo.com/events/2017/cowboy-shoot-out-golftournament.
The 107th California Rodeo Salinas will take place July 20 to 23.
Published by News Media Corporation | SUMMER 2017
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Continued from 11
intercollegiate regions within the United States, he added.
The student athletes included first year extended education student
Aaron Williams, from Norco (who competed in bull riding), bioresource
and agricultural engineering sophomore Chase Onaka, from Kona,
HW (who competed in team roping), bioresource and agricultural
engineering senior Colton Farquer from Oakdale (who competed in
tie-down roping), agricultural communications senior Katie Rice from
Clements (who competed in breakaway and goat-tying), nutrition
freshman Savannah Wirth from Auburn (who competed in barrel
racing) and industrial technology and packaging senior Wade Brown
from Norco (who competed in the bareback riding) made their way to
the Casper Events Center for five nightly performances.
After a week of blood, sweat and tears against some of the nation’s
stiffest competition, multiple Cal Poly rodeo athletes walked away
sitting at or near the top ten of their event.
Williams finished tenth in the bull riding, Farquer finished fourth in
the tie-down roping, Onaka finished third in the team roping and Rice
finished eleventh in the goat-tying.
Not only that, but two of those students were also recognized with
two other separate awards.
Although Farquer had a few tough calves, he and his horse made
the best of their time in Casper and together managed to place in two
out of the four go-rounds. Farquer’s horse was named Men’s Horse of
the Year.
“This year was my best finish and a great way to end my career in
college rodeo,” Farquer said.
Farquer shared this second spotlight with teammate Katie Rice,
who won the Walt Garrison Award.
The Walt Garrison award, established in the honor of former
Dallas Cowboy’s football star and professional cowboy Walt Garrison,
recognizes qualities — such as loyalty, honesty and commitment —
that depict a true overall cowboy or cowgirl.
Rice, who has been nominated for the award for four consecutive
years, has been heavily involved with the rodeo program since the
start of her collegiate career. Not only did she finish of this year as
team captain, but she also spent the last three operating as the regional
breakaway director, too.
“It’s not everyday that you have a student that is as talented,
dedicated and helpful to their entire time (the way) Katie is,” Londo
said. “I lucked out to get her my first year (here), and assume it’s rare
to get a person like that (to begin with.)”
The $2,500 scholarship award, presented to Rice during Tuesday’s
evening performance, will be put toward her Master’s degree in
Agricultural Education, Rice said.
The CNFR features more than 400 cowboys and cowgirls from
more than 100 different universities and colleges. Because of its size
and the caliber of those competing, those who do qualify have without
a doubt, earned their way to the top. Needless to say, the Cal Poly
Rodeo program could not be anymore proud of all of its participants
and looks forward to continuing down the same direction in all of the
years to come.

Photo contributed by Cal Poly Rodeo facebook
Katie Rice helps out in the Special Olympics Rodeo.

Photo contributed by Cal Poly Rodeo facebook
Katie Rice dismounts her horse in the goat-tying.
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Photo by Interface Visual
Ollie Lowe and Brian Holaday, founders of Operation Give Back, will be the Grand Marshals of the
Colmo del Rodeo Parade.

California Rodeo announces Grand
Marshals of Colmo del Rodeo Parade
Contributed article

SALINAS — The California Rodeo Salinas
produces the Colmo del Rodeo Parade each year and
part of the tradition is having a Grand Marshal to lead
the parade through Old Town Salinas.
This year the Grand Marshals are Ollie Lowe and
Brian Holaday, the founders of Operation Give Back.
Operation Give Back is a toy drive held in Monterey
County and organized by Lowe and Holaday because
they want to make Christmas a magical time for as
many children as possible.
Holaday, a King City native, says, “Christmas was
magic for me every year and it breaks my heart to think
that it isn’t or that it might not be as magical for some,”
while Lowe says, “My mother, with three children, was
a single parent. We were recipients of the Salvation
Army. Every Christmas day, we would get jackets,
toys... so it was ideal for me to give back.”
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Their mission is to build an army of people who
can take time out to intentionally select a toy that will
put a smile on a child’s face and make a difference in
his or her life.
The California Rodeo Association is excited to
bring Christmas to July by recognizing Operation Give
Back and their founders during the Colmo del Rodeo
Parade.
Early July is known as Cowboy Christmas in the
world of professional rodeo as cowboys are traveling
to several rodeos over the Fourth of July weekend to
try to win as much money as possible.
Cowboy Christmas in Salinas runs from July 1 until
July 15 to gather gifts instead of money by encouraging
members of our community to donate toys to Operation
Give Back. The toys will be stored until December
when donations will be made to the Salvation Army

and local church groups.
Donation bins can be found at various locations
throughout Monterey County such as The Salad
Shoppe and Artistic Hang Ups in Salinas. Additional
bin locations will be posted at www.carodeo.com/
events/2017/colmo-del-rodeo-parade-2017.
The 2017 Colmo del Rodeo Parade is presented by
Star Market. The parade has been part of the traditions
associated with Big Week and the California Rodeo
Salinas for many years.
The parade will roll through Old Town Salinas
on Saturday, July 15, starting at 8 p.m., following the
Kiddie Kapers Parade.
Thousands of people line the streets for this free
parade that features lighted entries consisting of floats,
tractors, golf carts, bands and more.
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